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Dear Drayton Families, 

 

As you may know, I have been away from school in recent weeks due to being unwell following Covid-19. It was so 

lovely to return to school this week and have such a warm welcome from the children.  

 

This term has been the most challenging to date with the high level of Covid-19 cases and other illnesses amongst 

children, staff and their families.  The impact of this has been critical staffing levels which of course has impacted on 

the children. The team have continued to work together to make things are stable and consistent as possible and I 

am so thankful for their hard work during my absence.  

 

From today, further Covid-19 restrictions and guidance changes, particularly around regular testing. The local au-

thority are currently putting together guidance for next term which I will share with you on our return.  

 

Please be reminded that our first day back for children and staff is Thursday 21st April.  

 

I am hopeful that next term will bring more normality back into school, including being able to invite you in to share 

in your child’s learning.  

 

Wishing you all a fantastic Easter holiday.  

 

Mrs Hutt & Mrs Findlay 

 

 

*** The Golden Acorn Awards *** 
The focus this half term is going to be 

Respectful Robin  
From w/c 21.03.2022 

 
 

Next half term our focus will be the Politeness Peacock 
 



 

Cleaning position available  

Are you looking for a part time job and would like to join our team?  

We have a cleaning position at Nightingale Infant for 10 hours after school each week. 

More details are available on following link.  

https://www.educationjobfinder.org.uk/vfjobs/cleaner-13/?fromSearchPage=true 

Special Education Needs 

Today we said goodbye and thank you to Mrs Loveridge, our Special Education Needs Co-ordinator. Mrs Loveridge 

has worked hard across Nightingale and Drayton and will be greatly missed.  

For the summer term, Mrs Hutt, who has been a SENCo for a number of years in previous schools, will be our 

named SENCo and will be supported by the Special Needs team from Lionwood Junior. Please be assured Mrs 

Findlay and Mrs Boyce will also be doing some of this work as they know the children so well as already oversee 

much of this work.  

After Easter we will be recruiting for a SENCo to lead this area from September. 

Miss Ward 

Many of our families will know Miss Ward, a teacher at Drayton since 2007.  Miss Ward has been away from school 

for the last 18 months due to personal circumstances and has made the difficult decision not to return.  We are so 

thankful for all of Miss Ward’s hard work and dedication over the years and we wish her and her family all the best 

for the future.   

 Menu change 

We received an update on having the new kitchen equipment installed over Easter 

Holidays. It will require extra few days to complete. Therefore, please note that we are 

only able to provide packed lunch on: 

Thursday 21st April 2022 

Friday 22nd April 2022 

Monday 25th April 2022 

Many apologies. 

 New menu 

We have a new menu starting on Thursday 21st April 2022. Paper copy has gone home today. 

It is also available to view on our website.   

 

Menu 
Change 

https://www.educationjobfinder.org.uk/vfjobs/cleaner-13/?fromSearchPage=true


 

 

 

The school’s eco council met last week and welcomed our new Reception members. 

We discussed our current action plan topics, which are marine, transport, energy, litter 

and waste, as well as Earth Day 2022. 

On Friday 22nd April the school will be recognising World Earth Day.  Every class will be 

taking part in Earth Day activities which will invest in our planet, for example nature walks, 

gardening, recycled art and litter picking. 

https://www.earthday.org/ 

The eco council would like to involve our families in recognising Earth Day and investing in 

our planet by asking you to take part in some litter picking on that day, for example when 

walking to or from school. If you are able to take any photos of your litter picking please 

upload them to Tapestry/Seesaw. 

For tips and advice on litter picking please visit: 

https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-our-campaigns/great-british-

spring-clean/clean-preparation-and-safety-advice 

 

 

 

 

 Reading books 

As many of you know this year we started a new phonics scheme, this was to ensure we are 

keeping up with the most current research in how to support your children's development 

to become confident, life-long readers. 

Slowly we have been updating our decodable reading books and we are excited to share 

with you that we now have a selection of new decodable Little Wandle reading books. 

These will come home with children over the next few weeks. You will notice there are only 

5 different coloured bands now, this is to ensure the books match the sounds we are 

teaching in class. Please follow the link if you want to learn more about what this means: 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CB0iZXrjyw  

If you have further questions, please ask we are here to help! 

 Mad Science 

We are glad to inform you that Mad Science continues after Easter Holidays. 

Please see below for more information. 

https://www.earthday.org/
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-our-campaigns/great-british-spring-clean/clean-preparation-and-safety-advice
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-our-campaigns/great-british-spring-clean/clean-preparation-and-safety-advice
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CB0iZXrjyw


 Resources for the Reception outside area; 

Please do keep donating. We have lots of plans and your support is always gratefully 
received.  Please do speak with a member of the Reception team (or email 
EYFSDrayton@istnorfolk.co.uk) if you can offer us any of the following things; 

 Pallets 

 Shingle 

 Planting liner 

 Compost 

 Herbs or other plants to grow 

 Wood – planks, slices, varnished and unvarnished 

 Tarpaulin and ground sheets 

 A large tent 

 Shower curtains 

 Large pieces of fabric 

 Pegs 

 chicken wire 

 Old fencing or small gates 

Learning taking place in our classes this week!      
 
 
 
 

This week we have been completing our work around dinosaurs by creating our own Class Fact Files. 
We have been using our phonic knowledge to write sentences with full stops, capitals letters and 
finger spaces. It is amazing how many things we know now. We have also been exploring non-fiction 
texts to help us with this.   
In maths we have been looking at odds and evens. We have been using our knowledge of halving 
and doubling to help us with this.   
We have been on a spring walk to see signs of spring (and then it snowed!). We talked about 
changes in the world around us and seasons. We have talked about how we don’t pick wild flowers. 
There is an additional activity about this on Tapestry.   
We hope you all have a lovely break and we will see you for some new learning and excitement on 
Thursday 21st April, all refreshed and ready for more learning adventures.   
 

 
 

In literacy this week we have been reading our Beegu stories, adding illustrations and binding our 
books by sewing. Also, we have been editing our stories and looking at how we can continue to uplevel 
our story writing.  
In maths, we have been comparing, describing and solving practical problems for mass. We have been 
using the vocabulary of heavy, light, heavier, lighter, heaviest, lightest, compare and equal to. We have 
been using the scales in class to compare the weight of two objects and even made some delicious 
cakes using standard units of measuring.  
In Art, we have continued to learn all about Peter Thorpe’s space art. We added rockets to our 
backgrounds and learnt how to attach these to produce a 3D effect.  
This week, we have been consolidating all of our learning over the half term by producing a space 
poster. We discussed our favourite facts about space travel and answered all the questions that we 
had at the beginning of the topic.  
On Friday, we enjoyed a RE assembly and learnt all about Easter. We discussed the Easter story and 
found out how Christians celebrate Easter. 
 

mailto:EYFSDrayton@istnorfolk.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 

In Literacy this week we have been consolidating all our learning over this half term by writing our 
own fairy tale story. We discussed and planned our stories by thinking about villains, main character, 
setting, the problem and how the main character resolves the problem. We worked on editing our 
writing throughout the week so that we could continue improving and uplevelling our writing just 
like a real author. 
In maths we have been estimating, measuring, comparing and recording capacities of containers.  
We have revisited vocabulary such as full, empty, a quarter full and nearly empty.  We have learnt to 
measure capacity using litres and millilitres including reading scales on measuring containers. 
 

School dates 

Please note the date in yellow 20.4.21 is an additional day off for the Queens Jubilee. This is to be taken by 

schools as an additional day off. This was discussed with the cluster schools. It was decided with the majority of 

the cluster that 20.4.21 would be the day taken.  

 

 

Dates for the diary 

Term dates calendar: http://www.draytoninfantschool.co.uk/parents-community/term-dates/ 

April 2022 

Friday  01.04.2022 Last day of term 

Thursday 21.04.2022 School reopens for summer term 

Friday 22.04.2022 Earth Day 

Friday 29.04.2022 International Dance Day 

May 2022  

Monday 02.05.2022 Bank Holiday 

http://www.draytoninfantschool.co.uk/parents-community/term-dates/


Thursday 04.05.2022 Anti-bullying Day 

Monday 09.05.2021 Mental Health Week starts 

Friday  20.05.2022 Year 2 Cake Sale (more information to follow) 

Wednesday 23.05.2022 Year 1 School Trip to Banham Zoo (more information to follow) 

Friday  27.05.2022 Last day of half term 

June 2022 

Monday 06.06.2022 School reopens  

Monday 06.06.2021 June Child Safety Week  

Thursday 09.06.2022 National dental survey of 5-year-old (selected and consented children only) 

Friday 17.06.2022 Year 1 Cake Sale (more information to follow) 

Tuesday  28.06.2022 Year 1 trip to SEA LIFE Great Yarmouth (more info to follow) 

Thursday 30.06.2022 Class photos 

July 2022 

Friday 15.07.2022 Reception Cake Sale (more information to follow) 

Friday 22.07.2022 Last day of term 



 



 


