
Parent Forum 
 

Date of meeting 03.03.2022 

Present  Sarah Findlay- Deputy Head Teacher  
Emmy Bryne- Rabbit Class  
Helen Ruddock/ Caroline Verdon-Smith - Mole Class  
Amanda Murphy – Dragonfly Class  
Sarah Cassels- Mouse Class 
Samantha Sutton- Owl Class  
 

Apologies  Helen Ruddock- Mole Class  

Items carried forward from the last meeting  

Outdoor Area It looks overgrown and tired around the pirate ship and Tepee 
areas. Ashfords- to look at this area to trim back. – Ashford’s 
have been in and done this.  
Bark around the pirate ship and Tepee- We have got a quote and 
this is currently with the Friends of DCIS.  
Grants- The school has applied for some grants to improve the 
outside areas. So far these have been unsuccessful.  
Fencing we are looking at expanding the EYFS outside area. Due 
to funding this has been slightly delayed.  
 
Action 
Emmy to pass the contact details of the person who did the 
pirate ship  

Reading books going home 
Library   

 Library  
We had an issue with the new system which our IT provider and 
reading cloud resolved this week. Library books will be issued 
from next week and changed every two weeks initially. This will 
be reviewed at Easter. This is so we can resolve any teething 
issues with the new system. This is going out in this week’s 
newsletter 
 
Reading books going home 
Books have been audited and will be sent home, new banding 
system. Miss Roberts is going to be writing about this in this 
week’s newsletter.  
 
Book fair Feedback for the company 
Timings one morning during the week would be helpful for some 
parents.  
Affordable books some of them are very expensive and can be 
bought cheaper elsewhere.  
£1 books for the book token would be nice to have at the fair.  
Card machine and cash taken at the fair as currently it is only QR 
code.  
Book fair Feedback for the school 
 



Publicity of it- It was on the Newsletter and social media. 
However, could we do this sooner?  
Could this be done outside on the playground if the weather is 
nice 
 
Action  
Parent forum to arrange times for the next book fair.  

Food  Trial in Summer 2 due to staffing and the delay in the new 
kitchen being installed.  

Slippers this Friday Parents will be informed about the Slippers in tomorrow’s 
newsletter.  

Items  

Communication  Parent feedback 
What’s working well?  

- Social media has been busier with what the children 
have been doing.  

- Tapestry- not been much in general about what the class 
have been doing- Aware of this and due to staffing.  
However, this tool has changed in its use with the 
introduction of the new EYFS assessment framework. 
The new framework is more about talking to the children 
than taking pictures.  

- Seesaw- Can there be things put on at least once a half 
term. One of the members of the parent forum said that 
this is a luxury for parents and was introduced since 
Covid so it does need to be manageable for staff. Mrs 
Findlay to speak to the staff about this and feedback at 
the next meeting 

 
Even Better if  

- One or two pieces each half term of their work rather 
than a picture. 

- Books to be able to look at once a half term outside of 
the classroom or inside of the classroom- Mrs Findlay to 
speak to staff about how we could organise this 

Parent evening  Parent feedback 
-Books- it was great to see what the children had done.  
- Getting parents in the classroom this was really good as not all 
schools are doing this.  
Thank you to the whole team for having parents in and making it 
happen 

Getting parents into school   Parent feedback 
-Gardening  
-Reading/ Secret reader- parents can choose their own book 
which is nice 
-Outdoor learning 
Mrs Findlay will be looking into this and how we could work it if 
we can into the Summer term.  

Values in school  Parent feedback 
Like that the golden acorn is self-explanatory and we know what 
the values are from the newsletter.  



Pick up and drop off  Mouse pick up and drop off.  Some parents have concerns 
particularly around pick up about where they are standing.  
- Can pick up be done from the classroom door for Mouse class 
as currently this causes a lot of issues with being in other parents 
way on the path. It is okay for drop off but they feel like the 
pickup needs looking at.  
Mrs Findlay to discuss with the EYFS team.  

Home learning  Parent feedback 
- Reception no issues  
- Year 1/Year 2 I like the range of activities so parents can 

still achieve the same learning- One bit of paper and 
choose the learning  

- Sharing Seesaw and Tapestry in class the parents like and 
the children talk about.  

Date of next meeting Thursday 28th April 9:30AM  
Thursday 16th June 9:30AM 

 If you would like to join the forum, please contact 
deputydrayton@istnorfolk.co.uk If you wish to give your view 
point to the Forum please contact any of the names on the notes 
above. Forum members thank you very much for your time.... 

 


