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Dear Drayton Families, 

A huge thank you to all the parents/carers, children and staff who have supported Red Nose Day.  So far, we have 
raised a fantastic £2506.60. The children have had such a brilliant day. Today also marked the end of science week, 
it has been great to go around all the classes to see the experiments and investigations that were happening and to 
speak with the children about their learning, they were all extremely excited.  
 
Please make sure you are following us on social media Twitter @drayton_infant and Facebook 

@draytoncommunityinfantschool to keep updated about learning or special events during the week.  

Mrs Hutt is due to be returning to school on Monday.   

Have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing you all next week,  

Mrs Findlay & The Drayton Team  
 

 Red nose day 18th March 
 

 



 Book Fair 
 
Thank you for purchasing books at the Book Fair. We have received rewards worth £98.32 

towards the new books for our library. 

 

 

 
*** The Golden Acorn Awards *** 

The focus this half term is going to be 

Respectful Robin  
 
 
 

 

Friends  

Of 

 DCIS 

 



 

 

Tots2Teens run holiday activities for children aged five years and upwards during all 

school holidays. 

For more information, please visit: 
https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/t2t 



 Reading books 

As many of you know this year we started a new phonics scheme, this was to ensure we are 

keeping up with the most current research in how to support your children's development 

to become confident, life-long readers. 

Slowly we have been updating our decodable reading books and we are excited to share 

with you that we now have a selection of new decodable Little Wandle reading books. 

These will come home with children over the next few weeks. You will notice there are only 

5 different coloured bands now, this is to ensure the books match the sounds we are 

teaching in class. Please follow the link if you want to learn more about what this means: 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CB0iZXrjyw  

If you have further questions, please ask we are here to help! 

 

 
 

 

Slippers questions and answers 

The children and Parent Forum have agreed for us to trial slippers in school from 21.04.22 

however, if you have already purchased slippers your child is more than welcome to start 

wearing them.  

Introducing slippers in school 

Why are we doing this? 

- There has been quite a lot of research to show that children wearing slippers in a 

school environment makes them more relaxed and comfortable, especially when 

sitting on the floor for learning and this leads to improved educational outcomes. 

- School shoes can be quite expensive and this would alleviate the need for them in 

the long term. 

- Trainers can be better for playtimes than shoes, which tend to offer more support 

and grip when running/playing. 

- More hygienic - no mud will be walked into the classrooms and the school is kept 

cleaner. 

- Less noise when moving around the school on hard floors. 

- Uniform 

- Please ensure that the slippers that you sent in fit your child. These will be sent home 

each half term to ensure they fit.  

- The slipper should be a structured slipper (please see below) to support your child's 

foot.  

Of course, when moving to a system like this there will also need to be some rules that we 

have to apply for the safety of children. Some examples of appropriate/not appropriate 

slippers can be seen below with the safety rationale. 

 

We will continue with children wearing their PE kits to school on PE days. Children can 

continue to wear their school shoes to and from school, or they can choose to wear trainers. 

Their slippers will stay at school alongside their peg but will be sent home each half term so 

you’re able to check the fit and wash/replace if needed.  

We appreciate time is needed to purchase a suitable pair of slippers and/or you may have 

recently purchased new school shoes.  Slippers will be phased in over the course of the 

remainder of this year, allowing time and use of current shoes.  If your child does not have a 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CB0iZXrjyw


pair of suitable slippers (see below), we ask that they continue wearing their black school 

shoes.  From September we ask that all children wear slippers in school. 

 

 

 Resources for the Reception outside area; 

Please do keep donating. We have lots of plans and your support is always gratefully 
received.  Please do speak with a member of the Reception team (or email 
EYFSDrayton@istnorfolk.co.uk) if you can offer us any of the following things; 

 Pallets 

 Shingle 

 Planting liner 

 Compost 

 Herbs or other plants to grow 

 Wood – planks, slices, varnished and unvarnished 

 Tarpaulin and ground sheets 

 A large tent 

 Shower curtains 

 Large pieces of fabric 

 Pegs 

 chicken wire 

 Old fencing or small gates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:EYFSDrayton@istnorfolk.co.uk


Learning taking place in our classes this week!      
 
 
 
 

What a busy and exciting Science Week we have had in Reception. We have explored solutions and 
liquids. We dissolved skittles to make a rainbow. We have made lots of different slimes. We made 
erupting volcanoes with bicarbonate of soda and vinegar, and again with Mentos and Coke. We 
have started an experiment about germs and have made predictions about which piece of bread will 
go mouldy first and why. Our favourite experiment, where we pretended to be palaeontologists 
studying fossilised dinosaur poo, was making our own dinosaur poo and adding things to pretend it 
came from an herbivore. 
 
We have continued to learn about dinosaurs and classifications. We have talked about fossils and 
sorted dinosaurs by things that were the same about them and things that were different. We have 
started to think about writing our own non-fiction book about dinosaurs and really enjoyed learning 
new facts from the book “How tall is a T-Rex?”. Why not ask your child to tell you their favourite 
fact. In maths, we thought about the number 7 and how to make it. We used the words more and 
less to talk about it. We recalled pairs of numbers that make 7. We also measured dinosaurs using 
cubes and rulers.  
 
“Red Nose Day” was also lots of fun. Thank you for all the sponsorship money. The children had a 
wonderful time with Jumpstart Jonny even if he did tire them out!  
We wonder what we will learn about dinosaurs next week? 
 

 
 

Wow, what an exciting British Science Week! Year 1 have done lots of experiments in relation to this 
year's topic ‘Growth.’ The children really enjoyed making observations, investigating and seeing if 
their predictions were correct.  
 
We started the week off by observing what living things grow and live around trees. We have 
investigated how healthy soil is important for plants to grow and found out that there are three 
different types of worms. This week we were excited to find out if spring onions can grow with just 
water and sun. All three classes measured their spring onions and observed some growth each day.  
Additionally, we took part in some outdoor gym activities. We discussed how exercise Is important for 
our growth and development. We thought about how Growth is one of the signs of life and thought 
about which animals could survive on Mars. The children had lots of fun designing their new animals 
and making them!  
 
We had lots of fun on Red Nose Day. Thank you for all of the sponsorship money. We really enjoyed 
dancing to all our new Jump Start Jonny dances!  
 

 
 
 
 
 

After focusing on the story Into the Forest by Anthony Browne and its close links to the traditional 
story Little Red Riding Hood we will be starting to explore other traditional stories and fairy tales. 
We will be looking at what makes a fairy tale and comparing traditional stories with alternative 
versions. 
 
In maths we have been using and understanding vocabulary related to position, direction and turns.  
We have followed routes and given instructions using key words such as before, after, between, 
forwards, backwards, left, right, half, quarter, clockwise and anti-clockwise. 
 
The children really enjoyed exploring and investigating the answers to questions as part of British 
Science week. We had fun trying out different experiments to see if our predictions were correct 
and discussing our ideas in relation to this year’s topic ‘Growth‘ .  
 



School dates 

Please note the date in yellow 20.4.21 is an additional day off for the Queens Jubilee. This is to be taken by 

schools as an additional day off. This was discussed with the cluster schools. It was decided with the majority of 

the cluster that 20.4.21 would be the day taken.  

 

 

Dates for the diary 

Term dates calendar: http://www.draytoninfantschool.co.uk/parents-community/term-dates/ 

March 2022 

Tuesday 22.03.2022 Year 2 trip to Gressenhall  

Monday 28.03.2022 Reception Vision, Hearing, Height & Weight screening  

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

29.03.2022 

30.03.2022 
Reserved extra days (if needed) for Vision, Hearing, Height & Weight screening 

April 2022 

Friday  
01.04.2022 

 

Non-school uniform day- exchange for something chocolatey towards tombola. At 

the Friends Easter event.  

Friends Easter event in school hall 3-4pm 

Last day of term 

Thursday 21.04.2022 School reopens for summer term 

Friday 22.04.2022 Earth Day 

Friday 29.04.2022 International Dance Day 

May 2022  

Monday 02.05.2022 Bank Holiday 

http://www.draytoninfantschool.co.uk/parents-community/term-dates/


Thursday 04.05.2022 Anti-bullying Day 

Monday 09.05.2021 Mental Health Week starts 

Friday  27.05.2022 Last day of half term 

June 2022 

Monday 06.06.2022 School reopens  

Monday 06.06.2021 June Child Safety Week  

Thursday 09.06.2022 National dental survey of 5-year-old (selected and consented children only) 

Tuesday  28.06.2022 Year 1 trip to SEA LIFE Great Yarmouth (more info to follow) 

Thursday 30.06.2022 Class photos 

July 2022 

Friday 22.07.2022 Last day of term 

 

 

 

 


