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Dear Drayton Families, 

Staffing 

It is with sadness that Miss. Emily Chapman has decided to leave her post of Teaching Assistant from Easter after 

working at Drayton Community Infant School for 7 years.  I know this hasn't been an easy decision for Emily and she 

will be sad to say goodbye to the school. I am sure you will join me in wishing Emily all the best in her new career. 

Mrs. Chloe Armiger who is already a familiar face with the reception children will be the new Teaching Assistant 

from April 21.4.22 in Dragonfly class and will be with the class for the summer term.  

Covid and staffing  

We currently have a high number of Covid cases in school in Mouse, Hedgehog and Mole Class. However, there are 
some isolated cases throughout the school. We also have many staff who are currently off with Covid and have met 
a critical level of staffing on some days. Unfortunately, Sarah Hutt, our Partnership Head is still recovering from 
Covid but she is hoping to return to school next week.  
 
Donations for Ukraine 
How are we as a school supporting Ukraine? Red Nose Day is coming Friday 18th March 2022. The Sponsorship 
money that you are raising is going straight to funding organisations that are supporting people right now in 
Ukraine, and those attempting to cross the border. So please fill out your Sponsorships forms and bring in your 
donations on the 18.3.22.  
 
Mrs Findlay & The Drayton Team  
 

 Red nose day 18th March 
 
This year to celebrate and support Red Nose Day we are going to be doing some sponsored 
activities in school to raise money. Please come to school in your PE kit you can wear 
something red if you like.  
 
In school we are going to be doing a sponsored Jump Start Jonny danceathon. A sponsor 
forms have been sent home this week. Please place completed form and sponsorship 
money in a sealed envelope, if you can, and return to your child’s classroom staff on the 
18th March 2022.   
 
20 mins for EYFS, 30 mins for Year 1, 40 mins for Year 2. 
 
Thank you very much for your support. 

 Free maths app 

https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/1-minute-maths 

Is a free maths app to help children build greater fluency and number confidence, with 
targeted practise in one-minute chunks. It is available on the app store, google play and 
amazon kindle. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/1-minute-maths


  
*** The Golden Acorn Awards *** 

The focus this half term is going to be 

Respectful Robin  
 
 
 

Friends of DCIS 

 



 May we remind that we expect all children to wear school uniform.  Please ensure children 

are wearing: 

 Royal blue jumper or cardigan with or without the school logo 

 Grey trousers 

 Grey skirt/pinafore dress 

 Grey or black tights 

 Black school shoes (Slippers see below being phased in replacement of shoes)  

PE 

 White plain T-shirt 

 Navy or black plain jumper or hoodie  

 Navy or black plain shorts/joggers/leggings/cycling shorts  

 Trainers (No football boots)  

 Royal blue or dark colour PE bag 

 Royal blue fleece with or without school logo.   

 Royal blue bookbag with or without school logo (no rucksack or other bags please)  

Uniform with school logo are available to purchase at www.wovina.com, if you wish. 

We would like to ask hair accessories to be simple ones. As a general principle, children 

should not wear any jewelry to school. Simple stud earrings may be worn which will be 

taped over during PE. Please remove nail vanish when coming to school.  

 Thank you for your support and cooperation. 

 Reading books 

As many of you know this year we started a new phonics scheme, this was to ensure we are 

keeping up with the most current research in how to support your children's development 

to become confident, life-long readers. 

Slowly we have been updating our decodable reading books and we are excited to share 

with you that we now have a selection of new decodable Little Wandle reading books. 

These will come home with children over the next few weeks. You will notice there are only 

5 different coloured bands now, this is to ensure the books match the sounds we are 

teaching in class. Please follow the link if you want to learn more about what this means: 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CB0iZXrjyw  

If you have further questions, please ask we are here to help! 

Car Parking 

We have been made aware by several parents that there is some unsafe parking at pick up and drop off times. 

Please ensure that you are mindful of where you park. This is to keep children and their families who are walking 

on the pavements safe along with the wellbeing of our local community. Thank you for your cooperation  

Is my child ill for school? 

We’ve attached information below when children should stay at home due to illness. Hope this helps.  

http://www.wovina.com/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CB0iZXrjyw


 Food bank  

The collection for the foodbank will be in the school office from 21.3.22-25.3.22  

Thank you to all the parents who donated to the last foodbank and helped in making a 

difference to the lives of families in our local community.  

 

Food bank collection in school 21/3/22- 25/3/22 please drop items off at your child’s 

classroom or in the foyer in the front of the school. 

Taverham, Thorpe Marriott & Drayton Help Group.  

Rice, Cereals, Sugar, Coffee, Tea, Biscuits, Cakes, Crackers, Dried Instant Noodles, 

Sweets, Tinned:  Meat of any kind (Meatballs, Hot Dogs, Mince, Ham, Corned Beef etc.,), 

Tuna Fish, Spaghetti Hoops/Rings, Ravioli, Baked Beans, Baked Beans with Sausages, 

Rice Pudding, Fruit (peaches, fruit cocktail, pears etc.,) Tomatoes, Peas, Carrots, 

Potatoes. Squash: Orange or Blackcurrant, Jam, Shower Gel, Soap, Toothpaste. Cleaning 

products such as, washing up liquid, bleach, toilet cleaner, bathroom cleaner, kitchen 

cleaner. Toilet rolls.   

Please ensure items have at least a two month best before/use before date 

 

What to do if you need the food bank.   

The Food Bank provides help to anyone that needs it, no questions are asked, you do not 

have to provide any vouchers or letters of any kind, we are a voluntary food bank to help 

those in need in our community. We deliver to you and if you are not in then we leave it in 

a designated safe place or on your doorstep. Within the delivery we include fresh fruit, 

veg, bread, cheese, and butter. Please contact them below.   

Sarah Jane Douglas - Mobile: 07921 120822 - email: sarahjane69@sky.com or Gerry 

Munday 07494 554836 - email: gerrymunday2811@gmail.com 

mailto:sarahjane69@sky.com
mailto:gerrymunday2811@gmail.com


 

 
 

 

Slippers questions and answers 

The children and Parent Forum have agreed for us to trial slippers in school from 21.04.22 

however, if you have already purchased slippers your child is more than welcome to start 

wearing them.  

Introducing slippers in school 

Why are we doing this? 

- There has been quite a lot of research to show that children wearing slippers in a 

school environment makes them more relaxed and comfortable, especially when 

sitting on the floor for learning and this leads to improved educational outcomes. 

- School shoes can be quite expensive and this would alleviate the need for them in 

the long term. 

- Trainers can be better for playtimes than shoes, which tend to offer more support 

and grip when running/playing. 

- More hygienic - no mud will be walked into the classrooms and the school is kept 

cleaner. 

- Less noise when moving around the school on hard floors. 

- Uniform 

- Please ensure that the slippers that you sent in fit your child. These will be sent home 

each half term to ensure they fit.  

- The slipper should be a structured slipper (please see below) to support your child's 

foot.  

Of course, when moving to a system like this there will also need to be some rules that we 

have to apply for the safety of children. Some examples of appropriate/not appropriate 

slippers can be seen below with the safety rationale. 

 

We will continue with children wearing their PE kits to school on PE days. Children can 

continue to wear their school shoes to and from school, or they can choose to wear trainers. 

Their slippers will stay at school alongside their peg but will be sent home each half term so 

you’re able to check the fit and wash/replace if needed.  

We appreciate time is needed to purchase a suitable pair of slippers and/or you may have 

recently purchased new school shoes.  Slippers will be phased in over the course of the 

remainder of this year, allowing time and use of current shoes.  If your child does not have a 

pair of suitable slippers (see below), we ask that they continue wearing their black school 

shoes.  From September we ask that all children wear slippers in school. 

 



 

 Resources for the Reception outside area; 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO THE PARENTS WHO HAVE ALREADY DONATED TO THE SCHOOL IT IS 
MUCH APPRECIATED 

We are looking for lots of ways to make our outside area more exciting with lots of new 
learning opportunities for the children. We are looking for the following items as soon as 
possible. Please do speak with a member of the Reception team (or email 
EYFSDrayton@istnorfolk.co.uk) if you can offer us any of the following things; 

 Pallets 

 Shingle 

 Planting liner 

 Compost 

 Herbs or other plants to grow 

 Wood – planks, slices, varnished and unvarnished 

 Tarpaulin and ground sheets 

 A large tent 

 Small pop up tents 

 Old curtains 

 Large pieces of fabric 

 Pegs 

 chicken wire 

 Old curtain poles 

 Warm Clothing 

Please ensure your child has suitable clothing for school each. With the weather taking a 

dip in temperature, children seem to be forgetting to bring in hats gloves and scarves to 

keep warm at playtimes. Please make sure these are named.  

 

 

mailto:EYFSDrayton@istnorfolk.co.uk


Learning taking place in our classes this week!      
 
 
 
 

 This week has been a busy week in Reception. We are now pretty convinced that our eggs are from 
a dinosaur. We have been talking about what we may already know, what we would like to know 
and have been sharing some really interesting ideas about why the dinosaurs are no longer with us. 
We talked about when the dinosaurs were alive and made simple timelines of our own lives. We 
were surprised that the teachers' timelines were much longer than ours... We also received a letter 
from a palaeontologist who challenged us to find out what his job was and told us all about fossils. 
We have been keeping a field journal in our classes to note down anything we see that is a little 
strange. We have also made explorers hats to give us shelter on our adventures. 
In maths, we have been exploring the language and concept of more than, greater than, less than 
and fewer than. We have also been revisiting 3D shapes and using our knowledge to build some 
amazing towers. 
The children have also loved being in a washing machine in Gymnastics this week. Why not ask them 
to show you the balanced shapes that shorts, scarves, skirts, trousers and onesies make? 

 
 

This week in maths, we have been exploring using number lines for addition and subtraction 
problems.  
In literacy we have been thinking about poems and how to perform poems. The child began by writing 
their own similes to describe Beegu. We used these similes to compose poems as a class and 
individually. We had a look at the poet Michael Rosen and watched how he performs poems and then 
the children had a go at performing their poems to their groups.  
We have been discussing how you could travel to space. We found out all about rockets and learned 
about how rockets exit the Earth’s atmosphere into space.  
In music we learnt about the planet Mercury and listened to Mercury by Holst. We identified 
woodwind instruments and made our own panpipes.  

 
 
 
 
 

In maths we have been finding fractions of shapes and amounts, using concrete, pictorial and 
abstract methods.  The fractions we have been focusing on are ½, 1/3, ¼, 2/4 and ¾. 
 
In Literacy this week the children have been writing the beginning, middle and end of their stories. 
We have been encouraging the use of adjectives to describe and expanded noun phrases to give 
more detail.  
 
We have discussed Passover and how Jewish people remember the story of their escape from Egypt. 
The children looked at the Seder plate and learned about the different foods eaten at Passover and 
the symbolism of each of these foods. We compared this tradition with our own experiences of 
special meals and food shared with others for other types of celebrations. 



School dates 

Please note the date in yellow 20.4.21 is an additional day off for the Queens Jubilee. This is to be taken by 

schools as an additional day off. This was discussed with the cluster schools. It was decided with the majority of 

the cluster that 20.4.21 would be the day taken.  

 

 

Dates for the diary 

Term dates calendar: http://www.draytoninfantschool.co.uk/parents-community/term-dates/ 

March 2022 

Friday 11.03.2022 British Science Week starts 

Thursday 17.03.2022 
Year 1 & Year 2 – Road Safety Magic Roadshow 

St. Patrick’s Day 

Friday 18.03.2022 
Red Nose Day – children to wear PE kit (in red if they wish) 

sponsored Jump Start Jonny danceathon 

Tuesday 22.03.2022 Year 2 trip to Gressenhall (more information to follow next week) 

Monday 28.03.2022 Reception Vision, Hearing, Height & Weight screening  

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

29.03.2022 

30.03.2022 
Reserved extra days (if needed) for Vision, Hearing, Height & Weight screening 

Friday  01.04.2022 Non-school uniform day- chocolate donation- Easter Fair (see above)  

April 2022 

Friday  
01.04.2022 

3-4pm 

Friends Easter event in school hall  

Last day of term 

Thursday 21.04.2022 School reopens for summer term 

http://www.draytoninfantschool.co.uk/parents-community/term-dates/


Friday 22.04.2022 Earth Day 

Friday 29.04.2022 International Dance Day 

May 2022  

Monday 02.05.2022 Bank Holiday 

Thursday 04.05.2022 Anti-bullying Day 

Monday 09.05.2021 Mental Health Week starts 

Friday  27.05.2022 Last day of half term 

June 2022 

Monday 06.06.2022 School reopens  

Monday 06.06.2021 June Child Safety Week  

Thursday 09.06.2022 National dental survey of 5-year-old (selected and consented children only) 

Tuesday  28.06.2022 Year 1 trip to SEA LIFE Great Yarmouth (more info to follow) 

Thursday 30.06.2022 Class photos 

July 2022 

Friday 22.07.2022 Last day of term 

 

Is my child too ill for school? 

 
 

Covid-19 Keep your child off school if they have any of the main 
symptoms of COVID-19: 
- a high temperature 
- a new, continuous cough 
- a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste 
Stay at home and get a PCR test for your child 

  

Other illnesses 

Chickenpox 

If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all 
the spots have crusted over. 
This is usually about 5 days after the spots first appeared. 

Cold sores 

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a 
cold sore. 
Encourage them not to touch the blister or kiss anyone 
while they have the cold sore, or to share things like cups 
and towels. 



Conjunctivitis 

You don't need to keep your child away from school if they 
have conjunctivitis. 
Do get advice from your pharmacist. Encourage your child 
not to rub their eyes and to wash their hands regularly. 

Ear infection 

If your child has an ear infection and a high temperature or 
severe earache, keep them off school until they're feeling 
better or their high temperature goes away. 

Hand, foot and mouth dis-
ease 

If your child has hand, foot and mouth disease but seems 
well enough to go to school, there's no need to keep them 
off. 
Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues 
straight away and to wash their hands regularly. 

Head lice and nits 

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have 
head lice. 
You can treat head lice and nits without seeing a GP. 

Impetigo 

If your child has impetigo, they'll need treatment from a GP, 
often with antibiotics. 
Keep them off school until all the sores have crusted over 
and healed, or for 48 hours after they start antibiotic treat-
ment. 
Encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and not 
to share things like towels and cups with other children at 
school. 

Ringworm 

If your child has ringworm, see your pharmacist unless it's 
on their scalp, in which case you should see a GP. 
It's fine for your child to go to school once they have started 
treatment. 

Scarlet fever 

If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need treatment with 
antibiotics from a GP. Otherwise they'll be infectious for 2 
to 3 weeks. 
Your child can go back to school 24 hours after starting an-
tibiotics. 

Slapped cheek syndrome 
(fifth disease) 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have 
slapped cheek syndrome, because once the rash appears, 
they're no longer infectious. 
If you suspect your child has slapped cheek syndrome, 
take them to see a GP and let their school know if they're 
diagnosed with it. 

Sore throat You can still send your child to school if they have a sore 
throat. But if they also have a high temperature, they 
should stay at home until it goes away. 
A sore throat and a high temperature can be symptoms of 
tonsillitis. 

Threadworms You don't need to keep your child off school if they have 
threadworms. 
Speak to your pharmacist, who can recommend a treat-
ment. 

Vomiting and diarrhoea Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from 
school for 2 days after their symptoms have gone. 

 

 



 

 


