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Dear Drayton Families, 

Staff absence  

As you are aware there are still staff absences in school. During these times school might look a little bit different to 

normal such as books might need to be changed on a different day, you might have a different adult at the door at 

pick up and drop off, you may not have as much on Seesaw or Tapestry. We thank you for your continued support. 

Covid  

We have seen a rise in Covid cases within school both with the children and staff. We currently have multiple cases 

within Hedgehog and Mouse class in Reception.  

Mrs Findlay & The Drayton Team  
 

  
*** The Golden Acorn Awards *** 

The focus this half term is going to be 

Respectful Robin  
 

This week we introduced our value of respect. We went over how we can show respect in 
and outside of school. We also covered in assembly what to do if we hear things that upset 

us in the news or on the radio. You can look at the link below for what we covered. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002  

 
 

 

Library update  

We are very excited to announce that our library will be opening shortly unfortunately, this 

took longer than expected due to a technical issue.  

If you have not yet submitted your agreement via Parent mail, please do so as soon as 

possible, in order for your child to be able to borrow a book from the new library.  

Your child should be coming home with a lovely new library book next week. They can 

change this book every two weeks.  

 Parent forum 

Please find the notes to this week's Parents Forum on the school website. See the link 

below:  

 http://www.draytoninfantschool.co.uk/parent-forum/  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002
http://www.draytoninfantschool.co.uk/parent-forum/


 Reading books 

As many of you know this year we started a new phonics scheme, this was to ensure we are 

keeping up with the most current research in how to support your children's development 

to become confident, life-long readers. 

Slowly we have been updating our decodable reading books and we are excited to share 

with you that we now have a selection of new decodable Little Wandle reading books. 

These will come home with children over the next few weeks. You will notice there are only 

5 different coloured bands now, this is to ensure the books match the sounds we are 

teaching in class. Please follow the link if you want to learn more about what this means: 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CB0iZXrjyw  

If you have further questions, please ask we are here to help! 

 Red nose day 18th March 
 
This year to celebrate and support Red Nose Day we are going to be doing some sponsored 
activities in school to raise money. Please come to school in your PE kit you can wear 
something red if you like.  
 

In school we are going to be doing a sponsored Jump Start Jonny danceathon. A 
sponsor form will be going home on Monday 7th March. Please put completed form 
and sponsorship money in a sealed envelope, if you can, and return to your child’s 
classroom staff on the 18th March 2022.   
 

20 mins for EYFS, 30 mins for Year 1, 40 mins for Year 2. 
 

Thank you very much for your support. 
 

 

 
 

 

Slippers  

The children and Parent Forum have agreed for us to trial slippers in school  

Introducing slippers in school 

Why are we doing this? 

- There has been quite a lot of research to show that children wearing slippers in a 

school environment makes them more relaxed and comfortable, especially when 

sitting on the floor for learning and this leads to improved educational outcomes. 

- School shoes can be quite expensive and this would alleviate the need for them in 

the long term. 

- Trainers can be better for playtimes than shoes, which tend to offer more support 

and grip when running/playing. 

- More hygienic - no mud will be walked into the classrooms and the school is kept 

cleaner. 

- Less noise when moving around the school on hard floors. 

Of course, when moving to a system like this there will also need to be some rules that we 

have to apply for the safety of children. Some examples of appropriate/not appropriate 

slippers can be seen below with the safety rationale. 

 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CB0iZXrjyw


We will continue with children wearing their PE kits to school on PE days. Children can 

continue to wear their school shoes to and from school, or they can choose to wear trainers. 

Their slippers will stay at school alongside their peg but will be sent home each half term so 

you’re able to check the fit and wash/replace if needed.  

We appreciate time is needed to purchase a suitable pair of slippers and/or you may have 

recently purchased new school shoes.  Slippers will be phased in over the course of the 

remainder of this year, allowing time and use of current shoes.  If your child does not have a 

pair of suitable slippers (see below), we ask that they continue wearing their black school 

shoes.  From September we ask that all children wear slippers in school. 

 

 

Mouse class pick up 

Due to feedback we have received about the congestion caused outside Mouse classroom 

at the end of the day, we have made the decision to relocate collection place from the 

Astroturf opposite the classroom. This will start from Monday 7th March. It is essential that 

you wait on the Astroturf only and do not allow any children to play with the equipment 

and resources that may be set up. Morning drop off place will remain unchanged.  

Thank you for your help with this.  

Hedgehog and Dragonfly classes will continue to wait outside their gates as usual.  

 Resources for the Reception outside area; 

We are looking for lots of ways to make our outside area more exciting with lots of new 
learning opportunities for the children. We are looking for the following items as soon as 
possible. Please do speak with a member of the Reception team (or email 
EYFSDrayton@istnorfolk.co.uk) if you can offer us any of the following things; 

 Pallets 

 Shingle 

 Planting liner 

 Compost 

 Herbs or other plants to grow 

 Wood – planks, slices, varnished and unvarnished 

 Tarpaulin and ground sheets 

mailto:EYFSDrayton@istnorfolk.co.uk


 A large tent 

 Small pop up tents 

 Old curtains 

 Large pieces of fabric 

 Pegs 

 chicken wire 

 Old curtain poles 

 
 

 

NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay safe. online programme-KS1  

I am pleased to tell you that this half term we will be participating in the NSPCC’s Speak out. 

Stay safe. online programme. This consists of an online assembly and supporting classroom 

based activities. Speak out. Stay safe. is a safeguarding programme available to all primary 

schools in the UK and Channel Islands. It aims to help children understand abuse in all its 

forms and to recognise the signs of abuse in a child friendly way. Children are taught to 

speak out if they are worried, either to a trusted adult or Childline. 

In the online assembly, the Speak out. Stay safe. messages are delivered in a fun and 

interactive way with the help of their mascot Buddy as well as special guest appearances 

from Ant and Dec. 

We have studied the content of the materials and are extremely confident that they are 

appropriate for primary-school-aged children. By the end of the programme, we’re 

convinced children will feel empowered – knowing how they can speak out and stay safe.  

  

If you would like to know more about the Speak out. Stay safe. programme you can find 

information on the NSPCC website www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout or I would be happy to 

discuss any questions that you may have. 

 Warm Clothing 

Please ensure your child has suitable clothing for school each. With the weather taking a 

dip in temperature, children seem to be forgetting to bring in hats gloves and scarves to 

keep warm at playtimes. Please make sure these are named.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19  

Please could we ask for you to continue to be vigilant and keep you children at home if they 

present with any of the common Covid-19 symptoms and/or are unwell.  It is important we 

try to slow any possible spread so children and staff remain well as well as preventing 

further disruption to the children’s education.  

 Although many of the specific COVID-19 laws have changed, the public health guidance 

remains largely unchanged. The principles of hands, face, space and fresh air remain key to 

infection control, and we continue to ask people to act responsibly by staying at home and 

away from others if they have symptoms or test positive for COVID-19. When a pupil, staff 

or other adult develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test they should follow the 

guidance People with COVID-19 and their contacts which advises; 

 “Children and young people with COVID-19 should not attend their education setting while 

they are infectious. They should take an LFD test from 5 days after their symptoms started (or 

the day their test was taken if they did not have symptoms) followed by another one the next 

day. If both these tests results are negative, they should return to their educational setting if 

they normally attend one, as long as they feel well enough to do so and do not have a 

temperature.” 

 We have a responsibility under the existing Public Health Laws and Health Protection 

Regulations to respond appropriately to all infectious diseases (e.g. Mumps, Measles, 

Rubella, and COVID-19).  We do this by making sure we follow published guidance and have 

in place risk assessments and Health and Safety policies. Therefore, in line with our risk 

assessment and related policies, children and young people who test positive or have 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts


symptoms of COVID-19 must stay at home as per the published guidance.  Children may 

return on day 10 if they have no symptoms or after day 5 following 2 consecutive negative 

LFD tests taken a day apart.  

Some of you may have concerns and anxieties about the relaxation of the rules and I have 

included the following web site links which you may find helpful.  

 What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and 

colleges during COVID-19 

 COVID-19 (coronavirus) FAQs (justonenorfolk.nhs.uk) 

 

Learning taking place in our classes this week!      
 
 
 
 

Beginning our new topic this week we discovered two eggs hidden inside each classroom! Some 
were large and some were small. Together we spoke about how they got there, what animal might 
have laid the eggs and why they might be in school. The children were really excited and eager to 
discover more! Suddenly footprints appeared on Thursday! It was such a surprise, we spend time 
measuring them and inspecting them to try and figure out what animal they came from.  
Please continue to talk to the children at home about these discoveries and encourage them to 
bring more questions to school. We are excited to find out more together on our journey of 
discovering. 
We also celebrated Pancake Day on Tuesday by learning all about Shrove Tuesday and Lent. Children 
helped to write shopping lists and cook some pancakes, then enjoy eating them with a variety of 
different toppings. Many children thought the traditional topping of lemon and sugar was “too 
sour!”.  
On Thursday we all got dressed up and enjoyed World Book Day, this year marks the 25th year 
anniversary. Each class made sure to enjoy their favourite stories and have fun playing in role of the 
characters they have dressed as.  

 
 

In Literacy this week we have been asking questions to Beegu. The children had a hot seating activity 
where they had to pretend to be Beegu and answer their classes questions. In Maths we have been 
looking at the properties of 2D and 3D shapes. Can you spot any 2D or 3D shapes around your home. 
In DT we have been making clay models of Beegu using the designs that we created last week. In 
History we have been learning about famous astronauts. We have spoken about Neil Armstrong and 
Tim Peake and we also looked at some animals that have been into space.  

 
 
 
 
 

This week in Literacy we are really getting to know the story Into the Forest by Anthony Browne. We 
will be creating 3D Story maps using natural objects in groups before drawing our own story map 
that will include key phrases and characters. We will also be focusing on how the main character of 
the story feels as he makes his way through the forest. Why should he go the long way round? 
 
In maths we have been recognising and naming 3D shapes.  We have sorted and compared them by 
their properties – faces (flat or curved), edges (straight or curved) and vertices. 
 
The children looked wonderful in their World Book Day costumes on Thursday and we were so 
impressed to see so many had made the effort to come dressed as a fairytale character to link with 
our topic this term. Well done Year 2! 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/covid-19-coronavirus-faqs


School dates 

Please note the date in yellow 20.4.21 is an additional day off for the Queens Jubilee. This is to be taken by 

schools as an additional day off. This was discussed with the cluster schools. It was decided with the majority of 

the cluster that 20.4.21 would be the day taken.  

 

 

Dates for the diary 

Term dates calendar: http://www.draytoninfantschool.co.uk/parents-community/term-dates/ 

March 2022 

Friday 11.03.2022 British Science Week starts 

Thursday 17.03.2022 
Year 1 & Year 2 – Road Safety Magic Roadshow 

St. Patrick’s Day 

Friday 18.03.2022 
Red Nose Day – children to wear PE kit (in red if they wish) 

sponsored Jump Start Jonny danceathon 

Tuesday 22.03.2022 Year 2 trip to Gressenhall (more information to follow next week) 

Monday 28.03.2022 Reception Vision, Hearing, Height & Weight screening  

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

29.03.2022 

30.03.2022 
Reserved extra days (if needed) for Vision, Hearing, Height & Weight screening 

April 2022 

Friday  01.04.2022 Last day of term 

Thursday 21.04.2022 School reopens for summer term 

Friday 22.04.2022 Earth Day 

http://www.draytoninfantschool.co.uk/parents-community/term-dates/


Friday 29.04.2022 International Dance Day 

May 2022  

Monday 02.05.2022 Bank Holiday 

Thursday 04.05.2022 Anti-bullying Day 

Monday 09.05.2021 Mental Health Week starts 

Friday  27.05.2022 Last day of half term 

June 2022 

Monday 06.06.2022 School reopens  

Monday 06.06.2021 June Child Safety Week  

Thursday 09.06.2022 National dental survey of 5-year-old (selected and consented children only) 

Tuesday  28.06.2022 Year 1 trip to SEA LIFE Great Yarmouth (more info to follow) 

Thursday 30.06.2022 Class photos 

July 2022 

Friday 22.07.2022 Last day of term 

 

 

 


