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Dear Drayton Families,  

Thank you for your continued support and understanding over the past couple of weeks with the challenges we’ve 

all faced. We are pleased to see cases of Covid-19 significantly reducing across the school and the majority of staff 

and children affected have now been able to return to school. The large number of our staff team have not had the 

virus so there is still a risk of this impacting staffing levels as we continue through this term.  

As you will be aware from previous letters, we have a duty of care to inform you of your child’s attendance and take 

action where there are concerns. We are aware national averages are lower than in previous years due to the 

ongoing impact the pandemic is having and are taking into account absences needed for isolating, testing positive 

and other extenuating circumstances. All parents will receive a letter next week summarising their child’s 

attendance for the autumn term which will then follow each term. Please be assured that we have a large number 

of children where attendance has been impacted heavily and this does not present a concern in the majority of 

cases. We will write to parents separately to arrange a meeting if we feel further support is required.  

There have been a small number of families who have experienced difficulties getting their children into school 

where one or both parents are needing to isolate due to testing positive for Covid-19. Please be assured that we 

understand some families do not have a wider network of support available to bring children to/from school. We 

consider all absences on a case-by-case basis and will authorise absences if this is the case, following a conversation 

with you and looking attendance records to date.  

Children isolating due testing and/or testing positive can access remote learning via Tapestry and Seesaw. This is 

where teachers will set work and respond to tasks completed. Understandably, teachers are unable to provide live 

sessions and/or the level of responding as they did during lockdown due to teaching full time in school. If your child 

is unwell there is no expectation for them to engage with this learning. Where staff are unwell, year group 

colleagues and senior leaders will do everything they can to support with the setting of work and responding but 

kindly ask that you are understanding in the delay this may present due to staffing pressures in school.  

Lastly, I wanted to thank parents and staff for the many congratulations I have received following my appointment 

as Partnership Headteacher. While there has been a time of uncertainty for the team, I am delighted to be able to 

continue to work with the team at Drayton and Nightingale.  Due to working across both schools, Mrs Findlay will 

continue to be the first point of contact on a day-to-day basis however please do not hesitate to contact me 

through the school office. 

Have a lovely weekend 

Mrs Hutt & The Drayton Team 

 Absence report 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in reporting pupil’s absence in the morning.   
 
There seems to be some confusion reporting absences, and unfortunately, we have had 
many not reported recently. The following may clarify for parent/carer.  
 
-Please ensure to report your child’s absence by 8.55am.  
-Please ensure to report EVERY MORNING that your child is absent unless it was notified in 
advance.   
-If your child has tested positive for Covid-19, please report and inform when the Day 5 will 
be. The Lateral Flow test can be done on morning of Day 5 and Day 6. They can return to 



school immediately on day 6 if both results were negative and no temperature. Please give 
us an update of the results if positive or negative so that we are aware they are still self-iso-
lating or will be returning to school.   
 
Please be reminded that day 0 is the day symptoms start or when no symptoms are present, 
the day of the positive test. This day should not be counted as day 1.  
 
-Please inform us with a reason if your child will arrive late.    
 
We will call parent/carer after 9am if we have not received a phone call (message can be 
left) or been reported via Parentmail. Please do not email the office unless these options 
are not available to you.   
 

 

Library update  

We are very excited to announce that our library will be opening shortly.  

If you have not yet submitted your agreement via Parentmail, please do so as soon as 

possible, in order for your child to be able to borrow a book from the new library.  

Thank you. 

 Vacancy at Nightingale Infant & Nursery School 
 
Midday Supervisory Assistant 
 
More information, please see: 
https://www.educationjobfinder.org.uk/vfjobs/midday-supervisory-assistant-
43/?fromSearchPage=true 

  
*** The Golden Acorn Awards *** 

The focus this half term is going to be 

Friendship 
 

Well done to the children who received the golden acorn award this week for friendship.  
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 Resources 

Are you having a clear out after Christmas? We are looking for some resources in school.  

- Dressing up clothes  
- Car play mats 
- Small world (small toys)- animals, people, vegetation  
- Barbies  
- Metal spoons, ladles, whisks, saucepans, sieves.  
- Construction- Lego, mobilo, building blocks,  
- Books for classrooms 
- Pallets 
- Old bike wheels  
- Old bikes  
- Farm set 
- Cardboard tubes (large and small), guttering 

 
 

 

NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay safe. online programme-KS1  

I am pleased to tell you that this next half term we will be participating in the NSPCC’s Speak 

out. Stay safe. online programme. This consists of an online assembly and supporting 

classroom based activities. Speak out. Stay safe. is a safeguarding programme available to 

all primary schools in the UK and Channel Islands. It aims to help children understand abuse 

in all its forms and to recognise the signs of abuse in a child friendly way. Children are 

taught to speak out if they are worried, either to a trusted adult or Childline. 

In the online assembly, the Speak out. Stay safe. messages are delivered in a fun and 

interactive way with the help of their mascot Buddy as well as special guest appearances 

from Ant and Dec. 

We have studied the content of the materials and are extremely confident that they are 

appropriate for primary-school-aged children. By the end of the programme, we’re 

convinced children will feel empowered – knowing how they can speak out and stay safe.  

  

If you would like to know more about the Speak out. Stay safe. programme you can find 

information on the NSPCC website www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout or I would be happy to 

discuss any questions that you may have. 

 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout


 Naming Clothing in the Reception Classes 

We are gathering a large number of hats, gloves, scarves etc everyday that do not have 

names in them. Please try to make sure that anything your child brings into school has their 

name in it. We know this can be hard with items such as gloves, but many of the items look 

the same and it is becoming increasingly tricky to reunite them with their owners. 

 

 Warm Clothing 

Please ensure your child has suitable clothing for school each. With the weather taking a 

dip in temperature, children seem to be forgetting to bring in hats gloves and scarves to 

keep warm at playtimes. Please make sure these are named.  

Learning taking place in our classes this week!      
 
 
 
 

Xīnnián kuàilè. This week in Reception we have been celebrating the Lunar New Year. The 
Everywhere Bear sent us photos of his trip to China and challenged us to find out as much as we 
could about the celebration. We have learnt that this festival is celebrated all over the world not just 
in China. We have read the story of the Chinese Zodiac and found out that each year is named after 
an animal. This year is the year of the Tiger. We also found out that we are all Monkeys and 
Roosters. We have ordered the story and retold it. We also thought about all the traditions that 
families have when they celebrate the Lunar New Year. We compared it with what we do at home 
with our families when we celebrate too. We have made lanterns, written our names in Manderin 
(which was very tricky) and watched Dragon Dancing. We learnt a simple Lion Dance in PE too. If you 
would like to have a go at home, here is the website we used; 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-go-club-chinese-lion-dance?collection=chinese-lunar-
new-year 
We were also really brave, and every single one of us tried some Chinese food. We used chopsticks 
too. They were a little tricky to use! We talked about what food we liked and didn’t like and why. 
On Friday, we learnt about the Winter Olympics in Beijing. We learnt that Beijing is in China. We 
watched some of the events that will take place and made medals for us all. We also made the 
Olympic rings in class to display in school. It’s been a very busy week! 
 

 This week in Year 1 we have been celebrating the Lunar New Year. We sequenced the story of the 

‘Great Race’ and found out which animals were part of the Chinese Zodiac. We made lanterns, 

dragon masks and took part in some Dragon dancing. Additionally, we tried some Chinese food and 

discussed what we liked and did not like.  

In literacy, we have been recalling all the facts we have learnt about Antarctica and penguins. We 

have started to write in our own Antarctica booklets, which will continue next week. In maths, we 

have been learning to tell the time. We started off by exploring turns: quarter, half and whole. We 

have been using the vocabulary of hands, minute, hour, o’clock and half past. We began by using 

clocks to make o’clock and half past times, before reading these on analogue clocks and drawing 

hands on the clocks ourselves.  

On Friday, we explored the Winter Olympics. We had lots of fun finding out all about Beijing and the 

different sports that will take place throughout the Winter Olympics.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-go-club-chinese-lion-dance?collection=chinese-lunar-new-year
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-go-club-chinese-lion-dance?collection=chinese-lunar-new-year


 
 
 
 
 

Our maths focus this week has been multiplication and division.  We have used concrete resources, 

pictorial methods and our knowledge of counting in multiples to calculate multiplications.  We have 

divided numbers by sharing, grouping and using our 2, 5, 10 and 3 times tables. 

We have been busy putting the final touches to our rainforest books! The children have worked 

really hard collecting information about the rainforest and organising these facts into an information 

book. The finished products will be shared on seesaw. 

On Friday, we devoted an entire day to the Winter Olympics. The children had fun learning facts 

about Beijing and the different sporting events that take place throughout the Winter Olympics. We 

watched videos of figure skating competitors and tried to incorporate these moves into our own 

dances for PE. Each class decorated the Olympic rings for display. We really enjoyed imagining what 

it was like to ride in a bobsleigh by watching real footage and taking part virtually in our classrooms.  

 

School dates 

Please note the date in yellow 20.4.21 is an additional day off for the Queens Jubilee. This is to be taken by 

schools as an additional day off. This was discussed with the cluster schools. It was decided with the majority of 

the cluster that 20.4.21 would be the day taken.  

 

 

Dates for the diary 

Term dates calendar: http://www.draytoninfantschool.co.uk/parents-community/term-dates/ 

January 2022 

February 2022 

Friday  11.02.2022 Last day of half term 

Monday  21.02.2022 School reopens  

Monday 07.02.2022 Children’s Mental Health Week starts 

Tuesday 08.02.2022 Safer Internet Day 

http://www.draytoninfantschool.co.uk/parents-community/term-dates/


March 2022 

Thursday 03.03.2022 
World Book Day- Dress up as your favourite book character more information to 

follow.  

Friday 11.03.2022 British Science Week starts 

Thursday 17.03.2022 
Year 1 & Year 2 – Road Safety Magic Roadshow 

St. Patrick’s Day 

Friday 18.03.2022 Red Nose Day 

Tuesday 22.03.2022 Year 2 trip to Gressenhall (more information to follow next week) 

Monday 28.03.2022 Reception Vision, Hearing, Height & Weight screening  

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

29.03.2022 

30.03.2022 
Reserved extra days (if needed) for Vision, Hearing, Height & Weight screening 

April 2022 

Friday  01.04.2022 Last day of term 

Thursday 21.04.2022 School reopens for summer term 

Friday 22.04.2022 Earth Day 

Friday 29.04.2022 International Dance Day 

May 2022  

Monday 02.05.2022 Bank Holiday 

Thursday 04.05.2022 Anti-bullying Day 

Monday 09.05.2021 Mental Health Week starts 

Friday  27.05.2022 Last day of half term 

June 2022 

Monday 06.06.2022 School reopens  

Monday 06.06.2021 June Child Safety Week  

July 2022 

Friday 22.07.2022 Last day of term 

 



 



 


