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Welcome. 
A very warm welcome from all of the staff at Drayton Community In-

fant School to you and your child. We hope this will be the start of a 

happy partnership. 

We want your child to be happy and excited to learn throughout their 

time at Drayton Community Infant School. We work hard to ensure 

that your child’s transition to us is enjoyable for you all. 

This booklet is designed to help you and your child in the earliest days 

at school. We hope that you will find it useful as your child begins their 

time with us, giving you some idea of how we work and the important 

role you can play in the process. 

 



Tell me about Reception— 

what will my child do? 

Reception is part of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). We do lots of things 

a little differently from the rest of school. We provide the children with the secure 

foundations they need for their future learning. Through careful observation and 

assessment, staff move children on in their learning by planning the highest quali-

ty   learning experiences. In keeping with the principles of the EYFS these experi-

ences are a balance of play based learning and adult supported learning experi-

ences. We hope that they will become confident, enthusiastic and  independent 

learners during their time with us. 

 

In Reception, we follow the EYFS curriculum. This is divided into 7 areas of 

learning; 

 

Physical  

Communication, Language and Lit-

eracy 

Personal, Social and Emotional  

Literacy Mathematics 

Expressive Arts and De-

sign. 

Understanding of the 

World 



What does my child need at school? 

 School uniform - see the prospectus for information 

 A pair of Wellington Books - please leave these at school so that we can go 

outside to learn. 

 Black shoes, except in summer when the children may wear white, black or 

grey sandals. 

 A sun hat. 

 A change of clothes that can be left at school. 

 A named water bottle. 

Please note - Your child will not require a PE kit in the first half term at school. We 

will let you know when formal PE sessions will begin that will require a change of 

clothes. 

Settling in and getting to know us. 

Previously, we have arranged stay and play sessions for all of the children in 

the summer term. However, due to the current situation we are unable to offer 

this at the moment. We will be contacting all of the nurseries and settings the 

children currently attend and speaking with them to find out all we can about 

the children before we meet them. Please keep checking the school website 

for the most up to date information  

PLEASE ensure everything has their name on it - even their shoes and socks! 



Home visits. 

Transition is important for us and that is why we why try to 

find out as much about your child from their previous    

setting and yourselves. We offer Home Visits, or meetings in 

school, if you feel that you would like to discuss anything 

else about your child in a relaxed and informal setting. 

Please contact us, if you have not already done so, and we will arrange a meeting 

at a mutually convenient time when, and if, we are able to do so this year. Home 

visits or appointments will be    attended by the class teacher and teaching assis-

tant. 

Induction Period  When your child starts school in  September, s/he will be in-

vited to come to school on a part time basis for the first few days in order to: 

 Allow your child to settle into their new surrounding gradually 

 Become familiar with the members of staff and new friends 

 Have time to take in new routines and information 

 Ensure the children feel comfortable in their classrooms before introducing 

lunchtime routines.  

We will ensure we confirm these times and dates with you as soon as possible. 

Please do contact us as soon as possible if you have any concerns about this. 



If you would like your child to continue on a part time basis after the initial induc-

tion period, please talk to the class teacher. Alternatively, if you would like your 

child to be full time earlier, please do speak with us about this. 

We would like to create a calm, safe atmosphere for the children as they come 

into school. Please help them by bringing them into the classroom and saying 

goodbye as quickly as you can. Please do not go through to the cloakroom with 

your child. There will be activities for them to do when they come in. If your child 

becomes upset at the prospect of you leaving, don’t worry - we will be on hand 

to assist you. We always advise saying goodbye and leaving promptly. You are 

welcome to telephone the school when you get home to check if you are wor-

ried. 

 

Going home routines. 

We do have a password system to help us with 

sending children home safely. We will only send 

your child home to your nominated person so it ESSENTIAL that you tell us if 

this changes. Please inform the class staff OR the school office if this chang-

es. We know that sometimes things change unexpectedly so f you are going 

to be late, or another adult is picking your child up, PLEASE do call the 

school to let us know. 



 
 Keeping in Touch. 

Each class has a notice board outside the class-

room to share important information with you 

as quickly as possible. We may also email you 

and text you at times. We will send regular letters from school and the Re-

ception classes and urge you to check your emails regularly for these. We 

will also add copies of these letters to the school website, Facebook page 

and    Twitter account  

Outdoor Play. 

The use of the outside area and equip-

ment compliments and extends the expe-

riences that take place indoors. Learning 

outside is part of the EYFS curriculum. We believe that outside learning is 

very important for most children. The children can choose to be outside 

everyday, WHATEVER the weather in our safe and secure outdoor class-

room. To help us facilitate this learning, your child MUST have a coat in 

school everyday. They should also bring wellington boots to leave in school 

and a change of clothes that they can leave on their peg all year. 



My child is ill. What should I do? 

On the first day of absence, please ring the school and leave a 

message on the pupil absence option. 

In the event that your child is unwell or sick, there are a few 

procedures we ask you to follow; 

 The school is not allowed to admit children whilst they 
are contagious. This is to prevent cross contamination 
with other children.  

 Should your child develop symptoms of illness (rash high 
temperature, vomiting etc.) while at school you will be 
contacted and asked to collect you child as soon as      
possible.  

 Prescribed medication can be given to your child, but we 
will need you to provide written permission for us to do so 
(forms available from the school office). 

 Following illness your child should be clear of sickness/
diarrhoea for 48 hours from their last bought of illness 
before returning to school.  

If my child is injured will I be told? 

Yes. If your child is injured you will be told via a letter in your child’s book bag. 

We may also telephone you and/or text you to let you know too, depending on 

the type of injury and its severity. 

 

 



Lunch Time and Snacks. 

Children receive a piece of fruit everyday. This is free and provided through a 

government scheme. Children are encouraged to bring in a named bottle of 

water to school to drink throughout the day. Please do not send squash or fla-

voured water. 

In this pack, we have provided a menu for the school lunches and an order 

form. Our school lunches are provided by Edwards and Blake, who use local 

produce to provide the children with a balanced and tasty lunch. The children 

can choose from Jacket Potatoes, Pasta of the Day, a Cooked Lunch, a vegetari-

an option and a Pick and Mix packed lunch. We ask you to order this termly. 

Please do not worry if your child is a fussy eater or you are worried that they 

will not eat at school as the children are supported by the school staff at all 

times and we WILL let you know if your child has not eaten. We will also pro-

vide them with something to eat so they will not go hungry. 

If you choose to send your child with their own packed lunch we just ask that 

you try to make the packed lunch as healthy as possible. No sweets, fizzy 

drinks or chocolate bars please. Please do NOT send food containing nuts as 

we often have children who have nut allergies. Please name your child’s 

lunchbox. 



Pupil Premium Funding 

We would like to ask you to consider completing the  Pupil Premium form 

within your pack. You may not wish to be supported financially in any way but 

we would ask you to let us know as this can help the school    financially and 

your child too.  

 

 

How will I be told about my child’s progress? 

Throughout the year, we will invite you to attend a parents and carers 

meeting where you will have the opportunity to discuss your child’s pro-

gress with their class teacher. You will also receive a report at the end of the 

year giving you details of your child’s achievements and next steps as they 

enter Year One. There are also many informal opportunities to discuss your 

child’s progress with the class teacher including the use of Tapestry, the 

online learning journey. You have more information about this in the pack. 



Can I come and help at school? 

Yes you can! We always welcome help from parents, carers, grandparents, 

aunts, uncles and anyone else who has some spare time! We often need your 

help in the classroom with a range of activities not 

only school trips. If you would like to help, please 

speak to the  office about applying for a DBS check.  

 

We also have a very friendly ‘Friends Association’ 

who would love to hear from you….. check out the 

link on our school website.. 

 

And finally…. 

If you have any questions please speak to any member of the Re-

ception team after school,  telephone the school or email us. All 

of the contact details you need are on the front of this booklet.  

We are looking forward to welcoming you and your child to Dray-

ton Infant School soon. 


