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28 June 2016
Dear Parents/ Carers of children at Drayton Community Infant School

We are writing to you today to inform you that due to a proposed nationwide NUT (National Union of Teachers) strike 
by teachers on Tuesday 5 July 2016 the school will be closed.

What’s going on?
The strike action being proposed by the National Union of Teachers (NUT) in protest at cuts to school budgets as well as 
workload concerns. The strike action is planned to be across the country and will potentially impact a large number of 
schools.

When will we know if the strike is happening? 
It is currently our expectation that the strike will go ahead and a number of staff may join the nationwide action.
Our staff has been advised by their Union representative that they do not legally need to confirm to Mrs Bates if they 
will be striking until the morning of the strike.  As a governing body, we cannot legally ask staff to commit either way. 
This means the school will not know exactly how many staff will be on strike until the morning of 5 July.

What is going to happen? 
The Governors have a responsibility to ensure the safeguarding of all of the children whilst they are in the school. As we 
do not know how many staff will be striking on the day, and therefore do not know if we will be able to comply with our 
legal requirements, the only practical option is to close the school to all children on 5 July. 
Please be assured that this is a decision the senior leaders at the school and myself have very reluctantly taken after 
significant debate and discussion. We understand that this may cause issues for you with childcare, work and other 
arrangements. By making this decision now – instead of on the day of the proposed strike – we hope that you will have 
time to make alternate plans. 

HOWEVER
Acorn After School Club will remain open from 3.00pm-6.00pm as normal. Please advise the School office if you would 
still like your child to attend Acorn Club on Tuesday 5 July.

Summary 
∑ There is a proposed nationwide strike on Tuesday 5 July by NUT members.
∑ As we are unable to ensure the level of staff on the day, we have reluctantly decided to give advance notice that 

the school will be closed to children on that day. 
∑ If the strike action is called off by the unions in advance, the school will open as usual. Should this happen, we 

will write to you again. 

The school will reopen as normal on Wednesday 6 July. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please 
contact Mrs Bates, the Headteacher.

Yours faithfully

Michael McGarvie – Chair of Governors 
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