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Welcome

The staff team at Drayton Community Infant School are pleased to 
welcome you and your child to our school.  We hope it will be the start 
of a happy partnership.

We want your child to be very happy at school and we work hard to 
ensure the transition from home/pre-school into school is as smooth as 
possible.

This booklet is designed to help you and your child in the earliest days 
at school. We hope you will find it useful as your child begins their 
school career, giving you some idea of the way we work, and the 
important role you can play in the process.
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Our Early Years Policy

Our Aims:

∑ To provide a secure, caring and stimulating learning environment.

∑ To ensure that all children are valued.

∑ To build on what the child already knows and to encourage a positive attitude 

and enjoyment of learning.

∑ To encourage independence and confidence.

∑ To provide a range of opportunities to learn through first-hand experience 

and active exploration. This is done in the classroom and outdoors using a 

wide variety of equipment and materials.

∑ To value the role families can play and work together in partnership.

How do we do this?

We want children to be engaged in the learning process and for their learning to be 

relevant and purposeful.  Therefore, our philosophy is centred on the notion that 

children learn best by doing.  We know that play, both indoors and outdoors, is an 

ideal vehicle for young children’s learning. Play helps 

children to explore, investigate and make sense of the 

world around them.  Play allows children to be challenged in 

their thinking and helps them to practice and rehearse 

skills and to be motivated in their learning.  Children are 

inquisitive and curious and we wish to build upon this in a positive and enjoyable 

manner. 
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Our Early Years Curriculum

At Drayton Community Infant School we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Framework. The EYFS Framework explains how and what your child will be learning 

to support their healthy development. Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new 

knowledge and demonstrating their understanding through 7 areas of learning and 

development. Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first. These are: 

∑ Communication and language; 

∑ Physical development; and 

∑ Personal, social and emotional development. 

These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s healthy development 

and future learning. 

As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific 

areas. These are: 

∑ Literacy; 

∑ Mathematics; 

∑ Understanding the world; and

∑ Expressive arts and design. 

These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning and activities. The professionals 

teaching and supporting your child will make sure that the activities are suited to 

your child’s unique needs. This is a little bit like a curriculum in primary and 

secondary schools, but it is suitable for very young children, and it is designed to be 

really flexible so that staff can follow your child's unique needs and interests.

Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being active, and through 

creative and critical thinking which takes place both indoors and outside.
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Learning opportunities are developed:

∑ Through play which is structured at times to enable new skills to develop.

∑ Through children’s interests noted by staff and suggestions from parents.

∑ Through allowing children to make their own decisions and choices.

∑ Through provide a range of stimulating resources that children are 

encouraged to explore freely and through direction from staff.

∑ Through incorporating drama and role-play into sessions.

∑ Through catering for different learning styles and needs.

∑ Through offering very high quality pastoral care so that children feel 

confident, valued and secure.

The School Day
Below are the times of the school day. The Reception children will be brought 

into school and leave school through their classroom doors. This allows us to 

ensure they are safe at all times. The doors will always be manned by a member 

of staff. In September, you are welcome to accompany your child into class and 

support them with finding an activity of their choice to start the day. Over the 

course of the year, we change our coming in routines slightly to help the children 

become more independent ready for Year One, but we will inform you of these 

changes when the happen. 

The times of the day.

Doors open at 8:45am (please leave your child by 8:55am)

Lunchtime is 11:45am – 12:55pm

Afternoon lessons start at 1pm

The end of the day is 3pm – please collect your child from their class door.
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Developing Literacy

Literacy activities are planned daily as part of the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Curriculum. They are interwoven into an integrated, investigative approach to 

learning.

To help children learn letter shapes, sounds and names we use Letters and Sounds 

with elements of a scheme called Jolly Phonics (please see our Phonics Policy). This 

enables us to teach the children using listening skills, visual skills and 

actions.  Four phonemes (sounds) are introduced each week and the 

children take home a Phonics folder that shows the graphemes 

(letters) and actions so that they can practice these at home and involve their 

families in their learning.

One of the most important skills we need is to be able to read.  At Drayton 

Community Infant School we want children to enjoy reading and develop a love of 

books and stories.  Throughout the year we encourage children to take books home 

to share with their families from the first day at school. We want to develop “real 

readers” and so have a range of books available in each class that include “real 

books”.  Reading scheme books are introduced as soon as possible, and may even be 

non-word books. These are vital to help demonstrate the process of reading with 

your child and, quite simply, help to develop good reading habits for later in the 

year. Children will have a home reading record that parents and staff can 

contribute to and note reading developments in as well as any other significant 

events or messages they want to share with staff. To aid development of reading 

skills we also look at “whole word” recognition and some of these key sight 

vocabulary words will be sent home to practice with families.  A literacy workshop 

to fully explain our system is arranged for families in the Autumn term, as well as 

throughout the year through Story Cafes and other such events in school.
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Literacy is also developed through sharing stories and big books, interactive 

whiteboard activities, learning songs and rhymes, using role-play and 

drama, plus a whole range of activities that develop hand-eye

co-ordination, visual memory and discrimination.

Developing Mathematics

Children in Reception continue to use play and exploration to acquire mathematical 

skills. A large majority of mathematical work is practical and learning happens in 

many different contexts around the classroom and outside.  Some whole class work 

exploring mathematical concepts is teacher-led using Numicon and children can also 

freely explore these concepts through a variety of different activities 

and resources set up each day.  Children will have many opportunities 

to explore number, shape, pattern and measures in the course of their 

learning.  Role-play and cooking can also offer the chance to understand how 

Mathematics is used every day.  The staff encourage the children to use 

appropriate mathematical language through modelling and in play situations.  When 

ready, the children begin to record their ideas and calculations using standard 

notation. 

The Outdoor Environment
Children should have regular access to outside learning opportunities.  The use of 

the outdoor environment compliments and extends the learning that takes place 

indoors.  The outside environment can offer unique opportunities for learning and 

the children have more space to move freely which is crucial 

for their physical, social and emotional development.  At 

Drayton Community Infant School we have a secure designated 

Reception outdoor area to which each class has direct access.  

Each day there will be a variety of activities set up outside for 

the children to explore and develop their learning, as well as opportunities for the 
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children to follow their own learning and notice the world around them. The area will 

be well resourced and there will be systems in place ensuring equal access for all 

children to this area.  The children will also have supervised access to other outdoor 

facilities on the school site such as the sensory garden, musical area, trim track, 

climbing apparatus, orchard and playing field.  Children need to be prepared to play 

outside in all weathers and should bring suitable clothing to school and a bag of 

spare clothes. 

Assessment
All children are assessed as they enter school through teacher observations using 

the age-related criteria in the EYFS. We will complete an informal ‘baseline 

assessment’ using these observations alongside anything you share with us when 

they start school, through tapestry or during home visits. We will also talk to the 

pre-school setting your child has transferred from to help us understand all of the 

learning that has already taken place for your child. 

Our staff use on-going assessment to inform them of the child’s learning and where 

to move them next.  This is supported through daily contact with parents who can 

keep staff informed of any successes and areas of difficulty noted at home.  

Parental contact also allows staff to know when a child is “not themselves” or has 

had any bigger emotional change that might be affecting their child, eg illness in the 

family.

The staff use observation, work samples and conversation with children to help 

them assess their understanding.  This is recorded on the Early Years Foundation 

Stage Profile. This year we will be creating online learning journeys 

using a system called Tapestry. The profile is shared with parents at 

our parent/teacher interviews and forms the basis for the child’s 

written Record of Achievement in the Summer term.  It also 

provides a good source of information for the Year 1 staff at transfer.
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Behaviour & Social Skills

When your child enters our school community they will be encouraged to get to know 

one another and respect and value others.  They will learn the Golden Rules and 

through these we promote positive behaviour management and always like to “catch 

them being good”. Staff understand that children mature at different rates and 

that children enter school having had different experiences.  It is essential that we 

work with parents when dealing with behaviour issues and aim always to use a range 

of strategies including raising self-esteem, modelling how to play co-operatively, 

peer support and giving clear and consistent boundaries.  (For more information, 

please read our Behaviour Policy).

Working with families

At Drayton Community Infant School we develop an active partnership with parents. 

Through our “open door” ethos parents have the opportunity to talk to the class 

teacher as their child enters school. To support this, we encourage families to add 

their own comments to their child’s online learning journey and bring in things your 

child would like to share at school.

We will also send out newsletters informing families of events and learning that 

have happened during the term. Please also check our website.

We will have workshops throughout the year for families to have the opportunity to 

share their children’s learning and to develop a greater understanding of the 

learning that takes place at school.

We will also have designated parent-teacher meetings during the year.

We welcome parental support at school.  We are pleased to see parents in the 

classroom and are keen to hear of any special skills that they could offer to help 
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develop in the classroom.  If you would like to help in school please see a member of 

the Reception team.  All helpers in school must complete a Disclosure Barring 

Service (DBS - formerly CRB) disclosure check.  Details are available from the 

School office.

What equipment will my child require?

Please provide comfortable, sensible waterproof clothes for outside 

play that the children can fasten and unfasten themselves.

Please remember that these clothes should be suitable for a 

practical day, which could include sand play, water play, painting, clay work and all 

outside activities. With this in mind, it is also a good idea to bring a spare set of 

clothes for you child to keep at school. These do not need to be school uniform 

but should be something your child can add to 

We advise that children wear sensible, flat-heeled footwear so that they can 

play safely outside.

We do have a uniform, and sell sweatshirts and cardigans with our school logo.  

These are available to order online and you will have been given details on how to 

do this during the home visit.  We also stock sunhats, shoe bags and book bags 

for you to purchase.

Please make sure all articles of clothing are labelled with your child’s name.

Physical Education

PE lessons for Reception will not start straight away and we will tell you when 

they do with plenty of warning when the children will need to bring PE kits to 

school. After this time, your child will need a PE kit (see Prospectus) which will 
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be kept in a drawstring shoe bag on the child’s cloakroom peg. NO JEWELLERY 

should be worn for PE. The children need only a pair of trainers for outdoor PE 

from the summer term. 

Snacks

All children will receive free, a piece of fresh fruit or vegetable 

snack during the school day.  This is provided under the Government scheme.  

Children are encouraged to bring a bottle of water to school to drink when 

required throughout the day. Please do not put squash or flavoured water into 

the water bottles. 
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Lunchtimes

From September 2014, all children attending Reception have been offered a free 
school meal as part of the Government’s Universal Free School Meals for Infants 
programme.  

We have recently changed our caterers to Edwards and Blake. There is a much 
wider range for the children to choose from everyday now. Your child may 
choose whether to have a hot lunch provided by the school – hot meal, vegetarian 
option, hot pasta option, jacket potato or school packed lunch are all available 
daily .  We will be asking you to choose these meals in advance and will be sharing 
an order form and a menu with you as soon as possible – either at the home visit 
of the parents meeting for the new Reception children.  All children will eat 
together amongst friends and will have an assigned Midday Supervisor looking 
after them during the lunchtime period.

Parents wishing to change their child’s lunch choice should give the Secretary 
one week’s notice, in writing.

Lunchtime is from 11:45am – 12:55pm. The children will also be supported by 
the staff from Reception throughout these times. 

∑
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And finally.............

We hope you have found this booklet helpful.  If there are any other queries 

about your child starting school at Drayton Community Infant School, please do 

not hesitate to contact the school.

We look forward to meeting you all soon.

Mrs Edwards – EYFS lead and Assistant Head  AND the whole of the Reception 

team


