Wow what an amazing Multicultural Week we have had. This year the
children have taken their passports and travelled around the school to
every class collecting stamps inside them. In each class they learnt about a
different festival that takes place in another country and undertaken a
craft activity linked to it. We hope that you have been impressed with all
of the wonderful crafts that they have brought home. The festivals are
listed below:
Hedgehog – The International Balloon Festival takes place in
Albuquerque, USA. It is the world’s largest hot-air balloon festival. It
takes place in October and lasts for nine days, during which over 500
balloons take off. People travel from all over the world to watch the
beautiful magical picture of the hot air balloons sailing through the sky
during the day with glowing balloons as the night falls. Here the children
made their own paper plate hot-air balloons.

Mouse – El Dia de los Muertos (The Day of the Dead), is a Mexican
holiday, which begins on October 31st and lasts three days. The holiday

focuses on the gathering of family and friends to pray and remember those
friends and relatives that are no longer with us. People smile, eat sweet
things and dress up in skeleton costumes. Here the children watched a
video, made their own bright skulls and took a quiz.

Owl – Songkran water festival is the Thai New Year. Thai people believe
that water cleans and washes away sorrows from the previous year. It is a
four day festival celebrated in April. It includes decorating, preparing
special foods, watering the Buddha, parades, the releasing of birds and
massive water fights. Here the children learnt about Thailand, Songkran
and the importance of elephants in the Thai culture. They then had the
opportunity to make a Songkran decoration, a decorative garland or an
elephant head.

Deer – The Pingxi Lantern Festival is an annual event held in Taiwan.
The festival was originally held to ward off evil and diseases; lanterns were
released to let those in neighbouring towns know that people were safe.
Today every Spring thousands of lanterns are released decorated with the
wishes of those releasing them. Here the children made their own
lanterns and decorated them with a wish.

Fox – The Hamamatsu Kite Festival in Japan dates back to the 16th
century when large kites were flown in celebration of the birth of a son to
the Lord of Hamamatsu Castle. Today between 3rd and 5th May over one
hundred kites are flown over the Nakatajima Dunes and a parade of
gorgeous sculptures are floated through Hamamatsu City. Here the
children made beautiful Japanese carp kites; carp are known to swim up
waterfalls and are a powerful image in Japan.

Rabbit – Holi is an ancient Hindu festival celebrated in the spring. It is
known as the festival of colours or the festival of love. It is celebrated with
singing, dancing and the throwing of coloured powder and water on
people. Here the children threw powdered paint on the outline of a
person and made their own Holi coloured water bubbles.

Badger – The Venetian Mask Festival is an annual festival held in Venice
which ends with the Christian celebration of Lent. The festival is famed
for its beautiful and elaborate masks. Traditionally people were allowed
to wear masks in Venice between the festival of Santo Stefano on
December 26th to the start of the carnival season at midnight on Shrove
Tuesday. Here the children made their own Venetian masks.

Frog – The Chinese New Year is an important traditional Chinese holiday
celebrated at the turn of the Chinese calendar. Each year it relates to one
of twelve animals and is celebrated with lion and dragon dances, as well as
fireworks and the giving of presents. This year is the year of the sheep.

Here the children made their own dancing dragon puppets. They also had
a go at Chinese writing.

Squirrel – Mardis Gras is also known as Fat Tuesday and reflects the
practice of the last night of eating richer fatty foods before the ritual
fasting of the Lenten season. It is most famously celebrated in Rio De
Janeiro, Brazil and New Orleans, USA. It coincides with Shrove Tuesday
and is celebrated with large parades and carnivals. People wear masks
and costumes and the celebrations usually incorporate samba somewhere
into them. Here the children made their own masks and designed
pancakes.

As well as travelling around the school we also had two fantastic sessions
with external visitors. Firstly we had a go at Brazilian Zumba dancing and
then we tried Samba drumming, both of which are used for festivals and
celebrations. Both sessions were lots of fun and we had a great time.

Lots more photographs and examples of our fantastic craft activities can
be seen on display in the foyer outside the hall. We would all like to say a
huge thank you to everyone for their hard work and to the Friends of
DCIS for making this all possible.

